
 

The Green Center, Inc.  
233 Hatchville Road 
East Falmouth,  MA 02536 
 
                    January 29, 2018 
 
 
As you may know,  Hilde and I are directors of The Green Center, Inc., 
a non-profit whose purpose is:   
".... the creation of ecologically derived human support systems - 
 renewable energy, agriculture, aquaculture, housing and landscapes.  
The strategies we research emphasize a minimal reliance on fossil fuels ...." 
Our town, Falmouth, has two existing large wind turbines that have been  
stopped by the objections of a few local residents.  
 
Recently George Woodwell, who founded the Woods Hole Research Center (*) and co-founded the 
Natural Resources Defense Council and the World Resources Institute, started an effort to find a legal 
route to operate Falmouth's existing wind turbines in the future.  George knows that achieving 
consensus and legal change about environmental issues is a long, evolving process.  In 1989 he 
organized a conference "Steps Towards  an International Convention Stabilizing the Composition of 
the Atmosphere".  Twenty seven years later (2016), 196 countries signed the "Paris Agreement to 
Limit Global Warming". 
 
This effort to promote production of local wind energy is intended to benefit the citizens of Falmouth. 
(see the attached letter from George Woodwell and Friends of Falmouth Wind).  Abandoning the 
existing Falmouth wind turbines is a huge waste of money, and a huge waste of future energy 
benefits.  Even more important it sets a most harmful precedent to other wind projects in the United 
States.  Local consensus to approve re-starting Falmouth's wind turbines will require many steps of 
legal 'due process'.  The Friends of Falmouth Wind have expert legal counsel in these matters. 
 
But in the bigger picture, Falmouth citizens are also citizens of the global community.   
Climate scientists have calculated the total emissions that would keep the climate stable.  If we 
Americans limit ourselves to a share of emissions equal with our other 7.6 billion global neighbors, 
we must reduce our average emissions by 95%.  Current state-mandated goals require Falmouth to 
reduce 25% (from 1990 levels) by 2020.  Without energy from the existing wind turbines, Falmouth 
will not be able to meet even these more modest state requirements, and certainly not the 95% 
reduction needed to stabilize the global climate.  
 
At the end of George's letter he suggests that if you find these objectives to be important, to consider 
supporting them with a tax-deductible contribution to the Green Center (**).   
Thank you so much for your shared climate concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Earle Barnhart 
Hilde Maingay 
Directors, The Green Center Inc. 
phone+fax: 508-563-3101 
 
(*)  whrc.org 
(**) https://newalchemists.net 


